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Module description 
 
Together with its sister module (Part 2), this module explores the question of identity by 
providing students with a strong theoretical grounding in key issues of identity in Europe. 
The module is taught by a team of colleagues, each exploring a different identity-based 
topic. The standard format for each topic will include one 2-hr introductory lecture/seminar 
on the theoretical implications of the topic, followed by one 2-hr seminar looking at case 
studies (this format may vary depending on the topic). Topics in this module (listed in more 
detail below) explore issues relating (but not limited) to identity formation through myth, 
the state and nationalism, non-state and minoritized contexts, language use, and collective 
memory. 
 
Syllabus 
 

Introduction: The Age of Identities (Dr Hannes Opelz) 
 
This seminar serves as a general introduction to the core modules. 

 
1. The Myth of Identity (Dr Hannes Opelz) 
 
These seminars explores the question of identity through one of the most pervasive and 
enduring mechanisms applied in the West to construct and effectuate identities: myth. 
The seminar examines two contrasting but equally powerful accounts of the function of 
myth in Western societies: The Nazi Myth (1980; 1991) by Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe and 
Jean-Luc Nancy, and Prefigurations (1980; 2014) by Hans Blumenberg. In particular, the 
relationship between identity and myth is examined at the intersection of rhetoric, 
philosophy, anthropology and politics. 
 
2. Nations and nationalism (Dr Balázs Apor) 



These seminars focus on the construction and development of national identities in 
Europe in modern times with a particular emphasis on the homogenising aspects of 
modern nationalism. The two cases studies discussed in the framework of this topic 
address the constructed nature of national identities in the context of the Soviet Union, 
and the most extreme outcome of nationalism’s homogenising ambitions: genocide. 
 
3. Intersectional identities beyond the State (Dr Catherine Barbour) 
 
In these seminars we will engage with key debates in contemporary feminism and 
gender studies, drawing on the framework of intersectionality to examine how gender 
interacts with minoritized and non-state identities. In what ways are issues relating to 
language, nation, community and migration informed by discourses of gender? How do 
tensions between ‘centre’ and ‘periphery’ play out when interrogated through an 
intersectional feminist lens? If the nation is a heteropatriarchal construct, how do 
women writers envisage the collective imaginary, particularly in the context of minority 
languages and cultures? Our case studies consist of a range of texts written by women 
from Galicia, north-west Spain, a non-state nation where national identity is both highly 
contested and contentious. 
 
4. My language is my home (Dr Rachel Hoare) 
 
These seminars explore the connections between variation in language use and the 
construction, negotiation, maintenance and performance of identities at the level of the 
individual and the group at the intersection of the region and the nation. Examining a 
range of issues around the language/identity nexus, this core topic focuses on complex 
identity contexts and transnational identities in order to gain clearer insight into the 
identity-making and marking functions of language. The seminars draw upon a range of 
perspectives from social-psychology, sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology and social 
psychology. 
 
5. Living the past (Prof Mary Cosgrove) 
 
These seminars explore some of the core concepts in memory theory, such as collective 
memory, multidirectional memory, prosthetic memory, and post-memory. Taking as a 
case study the Holocaust memorial to the Jewish victims of National Socialism in Berlin, 
the seminars use theory to evaluate, first, how in recent years the memorial has been 
rejected by elements of the growing far right in Germany; and, second, to examine 
critical responses to this development. In this way, the seminars examine how the past 
gets instrumentalised for present political purposes, also connecting what is happening 
in Germany to larger shifts in contemporary transnational politics, culture, and memory 
of western democracies. 

 
Assessment 
 
The module is assessed through a 4,000-word essay. 
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Learning outcomes 
 



Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 
 
LO1 Identify and describe identity issues as they emerge in a range of cultural 

manifestations across Europe and beyond. 
 

LO2 Compare and contrast different methodological approaches to questions of identity. 
 
LO3 Accurately and critically deploy key concepts drawn from myth studies, philosophy, 

anthropology, history of ideas, historiography, intersectionality, gender and feminist 
theory, minority studies, linguistics, and memory studies. 

 
LO4 Critically assess textual and audio-visual forms through systematic reflection and 

close reading of select passages from various works and artefacts. 
 

LO5 Develop critical skills through academic writing. 
 


